
In 2014, the Flint water crisis shocked 
residents and community leaders alike. 

After changing water sources and without effective water
treatment, over 100,000 residents were exposed to high levels 
of lead.It wasn’t until 2017 that the water quality improved. 
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Children risk damage to the development of the brain and nervous system. 

Adults have an increased risk of high blood pressure and kidney damage.

Human skin does not absorb lead in water, so showering is safe. 

Homes built before 1986 are more likely to have
lead pipes, fixtures and solder.
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The EPA has set the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) of 
nitrate as nitrogen at 10 mg/L for safe drinking water

Nitrate levels above this level can cause a blood 
disorder in infants called methemoglobinemia.

Natural component of earth, land, water

About 1/3rd toxic inorganic arsenic comes from natural 
sources, like volcanoes, and the rest from manmade sources. 

LONG-TERM EXPOSURE TO ARSENIC 
IN WATER CAN CAUSE CANCER IN…

ARSENIC IS PRESENT AT HIGH LEVELS IN THE 
GROUNDWATER OF A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES.

When ozone used to disinfect water reacts with 
bromide found in source water.

EPA’s determined safety level: 10 micrograms per liter

Studies on lab animals suggest damage 
to kidneys and cancer risk. 
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  LEAD, NITRATE, AND BACTERIA, OH MY! 
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844 MILLION PEOPLE 
LACK EVEN A BASIC DRINKING-WATER SERVICE, INCLUDING 
159 MILLION PEOPLE WHO ARE DEPENDENT ON SURFACE WATER.

CONTAMINATED DRINKING WATER IS ESTIMATED TO CAUSE 

502,000 DEATHS EACH YEAR.

BY 2025, HALF OF THE WORLD’S POPULATION 
WILL BE LIVING IN WATER-STRESSED AREAS.

ONLY 91 CONTAMINANTS ARE REGULATED BY THE SAFE 
DRINKING WATER ACT, YET MORE THAN 270 CONTAMINANTS 
EXIST IN DRINKING WATER ACROSS THE UNITED STATES.

OVER 60,000 CHEMICALS 
ARE EXPOSEDTO WATER SOURCES, LIKE 
GASOLINE ADDITIVES THAT AREN’T REGULATED.

THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM
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SOURCES

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs379/en/
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water
https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/chemical-contaminant-rules
https://www.livescience.com/59935-tap-water-database.html
https://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/water/drinking/bromate.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/drinking/home-water-treatment/household_water_treatment.html
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These treatment 
systems can effectively 
remove or reduce 
contaminants 
in water. 
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#1. LACK OF ACCESS TO CLEAN WATER
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